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CBN 2019 Conference

RPAS – The drone term you 
haven’t heard of (yet)
Kevin Grover, ALS, P.Eng.
Geospatial Technology Leader

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
Unmanned Aerial System (UAS)
Drone
New Transport Canada Term (June 1, 2019)
Remotely Piloted Aircraft System 

(RPAS)
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Canada
United States
Australia

New Zealand

28 Licensed RPAS Pilots

What can we use RPAS for?
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Imagery / 
Video

A picture is 
worth 1000 

words

Imagery / 
Video

A picture is 
worth 1000 

words
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Survey / 
Mapping

Orthoimagery
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3D Point 
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Vegetation 
Analytics

RGB

Vegetation 
Analytics

Near Infrared
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Vegetation 
Analytics
NDVI

Boring Legal Part
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Canada.ca/drone-safety

No distinction between hobbyist and commercial now
>250 grams, VLOS, max 400 feet AGL, daytime

RPAS – Basic Operations

Canada.ca/drone-safety
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RPAS – Advanced Operations

Canada.ca/drone-safety

RPAS – Special Flight Operations Certificate

Canada.ca/drone-safety
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Tips for RPAS growth!
• Have an RPAS champion
• Leadership support
• Befriend your Safety, Legal, Insurance and IT 

teams for success
• RPAS Operations Manual
• RPAS Insurance
• Pilot Training Program
• Workflows and Checklists
• Data Storage

Practice, Practice, Practice

Questions?
Kevin Grover, ALS, P.Eng.
Geospatial Technology Leader (Stantec)
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